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Extract  from  Interrogation  of  "OGO,  Shigenori  -  19  ’torch  1946, 


Pa&sJi 

9,  Do  you  have  an/  knowledge  of  any  conclusion  reached  by 
WO,  SUZUKI ,  HOSHINO  and  the  other  members  of  the  aO JO 
•  clique  to  start  war  around  October  10  or  1  prior  to  the 
fall  of  the  ^rd  KOKOYF  Cabinet P  ,  ,  . 

A,  I  know  of  no  such  decision,  but  from  what  I  have  learned 
since  about  the  third  year  of  the  war  from  Prince  KO NO YE, 
and  from  his  so-callei  memoirs  since  the  termination  or 
the  war,  TOJO  was  veiy  anxious  to  arrive  at  an  early 
decision  on  the  basis  of  the  September  6  decisions  with 
the  proeoeot  that  the  negotiations  ^vere  useless.  From 
what  I  recall  of  the  conversation  with  IONOY^,  -dUTO, 
Director  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau,  had  said  to 
KONOYE  that  if  the  °rine  Minister  opposed  war ,  the  Prime 
Minister  could  be  changed  at  any  time,  but  if  the  navy 
objected  to  war,  then  there  could  be  no  ”’ar,  since  Jhe 
navy  is  saying  £hat  it.  leaves  eyerything  up  to  the  decision 
of  the  Drime  Ilinister,  you  can  not  geo  anywhere,  oo  une 
Question  is  to  get  the  navy  to  decide.  So  it  is  necessary 
to  make  clear  the  nnvy’s  views. 


-age ,8 


What  did  you  say  at  the  time  of  your  conversation  with 
O'T’T  regarding  what  was  expected  of  Germany. 

Although  I  have  to  brush  up  on  my  memory,  I  recall  that 
the  main  point  of  interest  so  far  as  I  was  concerned  was 
what  the  attitude  of  Germany  would  be  in  case  the  nego¬ 
tiations  failed  As  I  recall,  OTT  said,  as  his  personal 
opinion,  that  Germany  would  stand  on  the  side  of  Japan  and 

assist  Japan, 
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continuation  after  recess) 

einp  back  to  the  auestion  relative  to  November  <5,  ^ben 
eu  laid  that  I  met  General  OTT,  I  recollect  in  my  memory 
the  recess,  a»J.  I  have  recalled  the  followings  On 
Dvember  2s?  the  feeling  was  rather  strong  that  the  Japanese 
odus  vivendi  would  be  acceptable  to  the  United  -tates, 
nat  even  the  formula  for  a  treaty  had  been  drafted  and 
ad  been  telegraphed  to  Washington on  that  7116 

eeling  that,  such  a  feeling  was  entertained  by  those 
utsiders  who  visited  the  Japanese  Embassy  in  ‘ashington, 
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‘and  such  observations  were  also  being  made  in  London  as 
well  as  elsewhere,.  Such  being  the  expectation,  the  army 
went  so  far  as  to  make  an  exorbitant  request  with  respect 
to  the  supply  of  gasoline,  which  was  taken  up  Injaolnt 
,  two  of  "Proposition  B" ,  and  the  matter  was  brought  to  the 
'  Foreign  Office,  ’'/hen  I  was  inforred  of  this  army  request 
-  for  such  a  heavy  order  for  gasoline.  I  told  my  subordinate 
officer  that  such  a  demand  could  not  be  acceo+ed  because 
it  would  sabotage  the  efforts  toward  arriving  at  a  suc¬ 
cessful  conclusion  of  the  negotiations,  and  that  i.  any 
request  is  made  it  should  be  within  reasonable  limits,  that 
is,  that  a  figure  averaging  Japan's  gasoline  needs  over  a 
period  of  years  should  be  requested  and  not  such  an 
exorbitant  quantity.  In  order  to  make  the  negotiati  ons  a 
success,  the  Japanese  must  approach  the  ratter  with  more 
sincerity,  and.  furthermore  it  would  be  in  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  decision  of  the  Iroerial  Conference  which  was 
to  seek  a  successful  settlement;  and  I  hid  that  request 
rejected  and  tvrned  back  to  the  military, 

This  should  explain  the  fact  that  there  ™as  no  idea  on  that 
day  of  any  failure  of  the  negotiations,  and  al+  iough  _t  may 
not  be  a  very  precise  picture,  '’t  would  explain  the  general 
situation*  is  far  as  the  army  was  concerned,  it  may  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  your  observation,  attempt  a„ 
sabotage  of  the  negoi Nations  on  the  part  of  the  army,  But 
the  Foreign  Ofri<*e  can  not  see  clearly  to  what  extent  this 
represented  the  army's  views,  what  latitude  of  the  army  s 
views,  or  at  how  high  a  level.  That  ratter  was  to  have  been 
brought  to  the  Foreign  Office  by  the  Director  of  the  Jili- 
tarv  Affairs  Bureau,  General  UUTO.  At  that  time  one  of  the 
most  urgent  and  important  considerations  -as  that  of  oetro- 
leum.  ' liat  to  do  with  the  petroleum  question  in  case  the 
negotiations  ended  in  failure,  and  what  to  do  with  the 
question  in  case  the  negotiations  succeeded. 


J-'ftK.e.lQ 


In  regard  to  the  question  of  gasoline,  "hat  ***  demand 
in  quantity  that  L!UTO  requested  that  you  should  mace  of 

Ihdolnoterecaliethe  exact  figures,  but  I  do  recall  that  the 
quantity  was  much  greater  than  the  ordinary  imports. 
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’.That  would  be  the  rear  on  that  the  military  snouia  aesire 
such  large  quantities  of  gasoline. 

The  military  as  a  ratter  of  course,  desired  being  well 
supplied  and  stocked  insofar  as  preparations  were  concerned 
and,  therefore,  siibrjtted  such  an  exorbitant  request.  If 
this  auestlon  were  viewed  from  the  American  point  of  view, 
it  was  even  publicly  stated  by  President  ROOSFVFLT  and 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  BFRLE  that  if  oil  imports 
into  Japan  were  stouned,  it  would  lead  to  war.  And  the 
American  stand  on  the  ratter  was  that  by  limiting  oil 
supplies  to  Japan,  Japanese  strength  would  be  weakened , 
Therefore  the  making  of  such  a  derand  upon  the  United 
States  would  naturally  be  rejected  and  rake  virtually  impos 
sible  the  arriving  at  a  successful  settlement,  ■‘hat  is 
the  rain  and  crucial  point  of  the  question. 


The  actual  situation  was  that  whenever  any  question  arose 
and  views  were  expressed  by  the  army,  i4-  has  been  very 
difficult  to  know  or  to  confirm  to  what  extent  pre¬ 
sented  the  arry.  That  was  one  of  the  principal  difficulties 
of  the  Foreign  Office,  to  confirm  whether,  for  instance, 
the  request  brought  by  HUTO  on  the  gasoline  question  rep¬ 
resented  what  latitude  or  level  of  the  army. 
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